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model 1934, already mentioned, is still in an unfinished
state as far as testing is concerned. The gun in itself is .
well constructed, but the material is faulty. The machine-
guns are already beginning to show signs of wear. They
tend to jam.

Similar defects were also revealed in the new battleship
Tirpiti and also in the engines of the Scharnhorst. During
a test cruise in the middle of March 1939, salt water got
into the engines. Attempts were made to profit by these
experiences in the building of the sister-ship, Gneisenau,
but without much result. For the material is poor and
sabotage is carried on in the ship-yards. The harbour
locks are also faulty; the Tirpit^ for instance, could not
leave Wilhelmshaven as the locks were too small. The
Germans claim that the 26,000 ton battleship, Sckarnkorst,
is to stay in Wilhelmshaven for strategic reasons, but this
is not possible until the new dock is ready, which will
scarcely be before 1940. These defects in the new ships
explain why the agents of the naval intelligence depart-
ment, in common with the Gestapo, are eager to discover
the technical secrets of British and American battleships.
It is only necessary to call to mind here the great spy
trial in the United States where the Gestapo spirited away
the important witnesses.

Lack of new material hinders the reliability of con-
struction in the German battleships. In a report which
reached the German Social Democratic Party in Paris
from Germany, it was stated that even the former German
superiority in optical work exists no longer. Thus naval
circles are extraordinarily interested as to the where-